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worth, their nobleness. But not by committees
and legislation does humanity triumph. In the
vanguard go the blessed adventurous spirits that
quicken the moral temperature, and uplift the
banner of simplicity and sincerity. The host
marches heavily behind, and the commissariat
rolls grumbling in the rear of all ; and though
my place may be with the work-a-day herd, I
will send my fancy afar among the leafy valleys
and the far-off hills of hope.
Hut I would not here quarrel with the taste of
any man. If a mortal chooses to travel in search
of comfortable rooms, new cookery and wines,
the livelier gossip of unknown people, in heaven's
name let him do so. If another wishes to study
economic conditions, standards of life, rates of
wages, he has my gracious leave for his pilgrimage.
If another desires to amass historical and archaeo-
logical facts, measurements of hyprethral temples,
modes of burial, folk-lore, fortification, God forbid
that I should throw cold water on the quest But
the only traveller whom I recognise as a kindred
spirit is the man who goes in search of impressions
and effects, of tone and atmosphere, of rare and
curious beauty, of uplifting association. Nothing
that has ever moved the interest, or the anxiety,
or the care, or the wonder, of human beings can
ever wholly lose its charm, 1 have felt my skin
prickle and creep at the sight of that amazing